
The North Dakota High School and Junior High Boards along with the National High School 

Rodeo Association and the North Dakota State Veterinarian have been working together on the 

recent horse health issues and following is the most recent update.  

We currently have two horses that have health issues since the conclusion of the West Fargo 

rodeo and are under direct veterinarian care currently.  These horses were all stalled in the 

Sheep Barn.  Samples have been drawn on these horses and we await the test results that are 

scheduled to be completed on Monday, April 30.   We will notify you once the results become 

available.  Please read the following recommendations going forward below.  We ask that you 

notify us if your horse shows signs of illness. 
 

ND STATE VETERNARIAN OFFICE RECOMMENDED STEPS FOR ALL HORSE OWNERS TO 

FOLLOW: 

Monitor your horses closely for the next 2-3 weeks from the date you left the West Fargo 

Fairgrounds between April 20-22nd.  There have been and likely will be horses that show clinical 

signs of EHV exposure.  Laboratory confirmation of EHV cases which can potentially lead to the 

neurologic form called Equine Herpes Meyloencephalopathy (EHM), will be provided on the 

website below. 
 

Regardless of lab results of the above horses, please continue to monitor now for potentially 

exposed horses for a fever by taking their temperatures am and pm.  If they spike a fever of 102 

degrees or higher notify your veterinarian and seek additional advice.  Also, monitor for other 

clinical signs of EHV and report them to your veterinarian as well. 
 

It is also recommended to not stress your horse during the next 2-3 weeks.  Isolate as much as 

possible all horses that have attended the West Fargo Rodeo or earlier Bowman 

events.  Consult your veterinarian to determine if your horse is on their recommended 

vaccination protocol against Equine Herpes Viruses and other diseases as well.   
 

You are advised to practice strict biosecurity in order to help decrease the risk of potential 

exposure to viral diseases such as EHV1 that always have and will continue to circulate in the 

equine population.  If you need to review biosecurity information, it can be found on the AAEP 

website and links are also on the NDDA website at https://www.nd.gov/ndda/disease/equine-

herpesvirus-1. 
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